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Congratulations from the
Belgian Federation of Occupational Therapists
to the
Occupational Therapy Association of the Republic of China
on the occasion of the
20th anniversary of its founding

Dear friends,

We live far away, in a very different culture, but we share the same profession and passion for
the development of Occupational Therapy.

The name of our profession is even different as we chose many years ago to use the Greek
work “ergon” meaning “activity”, as in French “occupation” often means a “pejorative way of
keeping the client occupied” without all the implications of the activity on the well-being.

Since 1994, in Edinburgh, when [ first met Louisa Shing-Ru Shih at the World Federation of
Occupational Therapists (W.F.O.T.) Council Meeting, 1 have appreciated the involvement of
your delegates and of your association. We have experienced a very fruitful collaboration and we
know how implicated members of your association have been in the publication of the W.F.O.T.
Bulletin.

Now that Louisa has been elected Vice-President of the W.F.O.T., we have the pleasure to see
the continuity in your country of the publication of the W.F.O.T. Bulletin, taken over by Dr.
Chin-Yu Wu.

Twenty years is a mature period of time for your association and with the dynamism of all the
people of your country that I already met, I am sure that you will continue to actively contribute
to the development of Occupational Therapy in all fields of practice as well as in the social and
political implications of our profession as needed for the well-being of our clients.

Good luck for the future and happy anniversary to all your occupational therapists. Thanks to
the work of all the occupational therapists in every part of the world, Occupational Therapy is an

expanding profession.

Claire Valentin
President of the Belgian Federation of Occupational Therapists (F.N.B.E.-N.B.F.E.)
Belgian W.F.O.T. Delegate
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On behalf of the council and members of the Singapore Association of
Occupational Therapists (SAOT), I wouid like to say “"Congratulations” to you all on
this special occasion. Twenty years is a significant time post to reflect on the gcod
work your association has done for the profession in R.0.C. and regionally.

Those of us who have been to Taipei about 3 years ago for the 2™ Asia Pacific
Occupational Therapy Congress were impressed by the devotion your members
have shown to make the event a successful one. The hospitality showered upon us
was also memorable.

I had the honour of spending some time in Taipei last year during my stint with
Ms Hae-Shya Ma. The time spent allowed me a glimpse into the high quality of
therapeutic care which occupational therapists provide in your country.

The anecdotes I heard from Chin-yu, Ms Ma and Louisa helped me to understand
the struggles and tribulations your association went through in order to carve a
niche for yourselves and gained registered status. Despite the difficulties, all of you
have emerged as champions. And all these may serve as learning points for SAOT.

SAOT has accepted the challenge of organising the 3™ Asia Pacific Occupational
Therapy Congress in 12-15 June next year. We would like to thank the Occupational
Therapy Association of the Republic of China for rendering help in promoting the
event and advice provided thus far. Kindly allow us to reciprocate the hospitality by
Joining us here next year. Additionally, let us collaborate once again, in sharing our
knowledge and work towards further improving the quality of therapeutic care in
this region during the congress.

Last but not least, I wish I can be there personaily, to raise the glass and say
"Cheers” to the good work the your association has done!

With warmest wishes for continued success,

Tan Hwei Lan
President

Singapore Association of Occupational Therapists
WFOT Delegate
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